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Few place names are as fitting as the name of this valley: the Hermoso Valley 
(Beautiful Valley), called “Val Fermoso” in the Libro de la Montería (Book of the 

Hunt, year 1300), and this name appears repeatedly over the centuries. This beau-
tiful valley will wear down the soles of our shoes and enrich our senses.

Valle Hermoso.

The Hermoso Valley will give us memorable moments in any season. The golden colours of 

autumn, the silent white of winter, the noisy green of spring and the calm summer ochres 

will accompany us as we walk along its age-old tracks, between ancient oaks and young 

saplings, alongside dry stone walls and mountain streams. Meadows and pastures, hillsides 

and cliffs. Roe deer, kites, eagles and vultures. The colourful green woodpecker, the chirpy 

great tit, the hypnotic Iberian emerald lizard, the natterjack toad and the common frog…

A circular route with a gentle slope, it begins at the recently restored stony Mine Bridge; a 

route that will take us back through time, awakening our senses.
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION

The route starts by the M-610 (the road that links Miraflores to Bustarviejo). Coming from 
Bustarviejo, at approximately km 13.5, we will find a track to our right and the forest firefighters’ 
house, next to the heliport. Cars can be left here.

We go down the road and walk towards Bustarviejo for about 50 metres. To the left we can see 

the entrance to the old road. We take that and come to the Mine Bridge, a typical feat of civil 

engineering from the start of the 19th century, which crosses the Valle Stream.

Mine Bridge. (image courtesy of the Autonomous Community of Madrid)
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We retrace our steps (road and track) until 
we reach the forest firefighters’ house again, 
leaving it behind us to our left. We take the 
turn off to the left.

Then we take the next turn off to the right.

We walk towards the north-west, seeing 
Maragil mountain in front of us, as well as 
Collado Cerrado, which will give us access to 
Lozoya Valley through the Canencia pass.

After about 500m on the right we see some 
terraced vegetable plots (or cirates, as they 
are called here). These show us how in moun-
tainous areas every corner was used to pro-
duce the food and other products, such as 
flax, that were essential. It’s possible that we 
are close to one of those flax fields.

We walk between meadows where it is likely 
we will see stallions and mares, and on the 
right, high above us, we can see the peak of 
Cabeza de la Braña. It is not unusual to see 
birds of prey in this area.

The walk allows to us to take in some of the 
traditional stone houses - some of which are 
in good condition, although others are in ru-
ins, overgrown and covered by moss. Nowa-
days we can see how, little by little, some of 
the traditional land use is returning.

This is shown by the young apple trees (one of 
the few fruit species that will prosper in such 
cold lands) growing in some of the farms.

The path enters the cool shade of stands of 
large oak trees. During the cold season, when 
they come down from the peaks, it is not un-
usual to see roe deer in the area. After the 
oak trees, we pass an area where rockrose 
predominates; among them very young oak 
saplings spring up. These areas of rockrose 
are typical of degraded areas that are
recovering.

Turn off to the left.

Turn off to the right to start the rute.
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We climb gently, enjoying a splendid pano-
ramic view of the Hermoso Valley, with the 
Pendón Massif to the southeast and the Col-
lado hill to the east. In the background, be-
hind the Collado, you can see the Miel Peak, 
from the Sierra de la Cabrera. The opening to 
the south of the valley allows us to see the 
skyscrapers in the capital and the viaduct for 
the Madrid-Valladolid high-speed train.

We cross the Tejos Stream and, after about 
200 metres, to the left we can see the skele-
tal ruins of a traditional house. We also cross 
the Navalpino Stream, whose source is only 
a few metres higher up (a pretty pool, if we 
fancy taking a peek), and we continue along 
our path, skirting around the mountain.

To our right we have the Perdiguera Peak 
(1866 m), the highest in this municipality.

The path runs between meadows converted 
to pasture lands, with good-sized oaks. And 
we can see San Pedro Hill to our left. 

About 3 km from the start of the path, it forks. 
We take the less beaten path to the right.
(The more travelled path on the left goes 
down to a house).

Now we enter an area with a large group of 
tall oak trees, presenting us with all of the 
charm of a wooded forest. Birdsong and cow-
bells provide the sound for this landscape.

On both sides of the path, we can see how the oaks, which are still young, are back in 

their rightful place, occupying the land. There is now far less extensive cattle farming, 

so the woodland can once again extend its territory. The ferns tell us that the soil is very 

moist. These plants, now apparently useless, were used to ensure the conservation of late 

potatoes, a commodity for the local economy. After harvesting, the potatoes were buried 

in huge ravines and covered with a layer of ferns and soil. Even if the slightest gap was 

left uncovered, the ice would penetrate it. If one single potato was affected, it could rot 

the entire crop. If they were properly preserved, you could wait for a more propitious time 

to sell them.

Right turn.
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Right turn.

After 300 metres, where we cross the Barran-

ca Stream, we have to take special care be-

cause there may be beehives here. There is a 

sign that tells us this. We continue along the 

main path, without turning off, until we come 

to the Sardinero Stream, a lovely place where 

our path turns sharply to the left. We then ar-

rive at a gate, leaving it as we found it.

About 20 metres before we reach the M-629 

road (Miraflores-Canencia), with the sole pur-

pose of avoiding the tarmac, we take a small 

path to the left.

We cross the small seasonal stream and con-
tinue alongside it to the road, until we arrive 

at the gate (we see it on our right).

We do not go through the gate, at this point 
we turn left, following the path that goes 
down towards the southeast, leaving the Te-
jilla Stream to the right.

The path goes down between some farms. 
Some still retain their traditional dry stone 
walls, a valuable element in this ecosystem (a 
shelter and corridor for small animals and a 
habitat for plant species, lichens and mosses).

We enjoy one of the typical tracks in this area, 
guarded on both sides by oaks, wild roses, 
brambles, mosses, lichens and various herba-
ceous plants. It is a shaded track which, per-
haps, is an invitation to silence. We can see 
the cobblestones that were once laid to en-
able the passage of old carts. Ahead of us is 
the Pendón Massif.

Turn off to the left, before the M-629.

Gate on the right of the route.
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We leave the Miraflores road (M-610) at km 
16. We continue alongside the road for 180 
metres. We cross over and re-join the road 
for a further 55 metres. We take the path to 
our right.

Among the pastures, we come to a small 
stone bridge that allows us to cross the Sar-
dinero Stream again.

We reach the campsite (leaving it behind, to 
our left) and continue along the path on the 
right, just behind it.

We head up the valley, with the Mine Tower 
in the background. At some point we will see 
the forest firefighters’ house again, where we 
started our route. Now we get the chance to 
enjoy the Hermoso Valley from below, where 
the pastures are greener and the tempera-
tures less severe.

We cross a small bridge over the Tejos Stream. 
We go forwards 100 metres and, just before 
the path crosses the Valle Stream, we turn off 
to the left (to avoid getting our feet wet). This 
detour is along a trail that runs between the 
stone wall (on the left) and the Valle Stream 
(on the right). After about 200 metres, we ar-
rive at a dirt track. We turn right onto this.

Turn off to the right. Along the route to the campsite.

Granite bridge over the
Sardinero Stream.
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After 200 metres the path becomes a track. On a 
sharp right bend it crosses over the Valle Stream, 
and we take the second path on the left:

We gently climb, crossing a thicket (covered in 
flowers in the spring), and 200 metres further up, 
we come to a “Y” shaped fork in the path.
We follow this to the left:

After another 200 metres of thicket, the path starts 
to run alongside the Valle Stream, rising between 
it and some pastures, shaded by the trees. The air 
is cool on this 300-metre track, with the sound of 
babbling water.

When the path opens up, it leads us to the left.
At the fork, we follow the left-hand path to the 
start and end of the route, which we can now see
(the house from which we started).
At the next intersection, we turn right, heading 
towards the road. We cross this to return to the 
starting point.

Path next to the stone wall. Turn-off to the heliport and forest firefighters’ house.

Path to the left. Right turn to finish the route.


