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                                              - ROUTE 6: VUELTA AL PENDÓN
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A route that can be enjoyed on a mountain trail bike (MTB) or on foot, if you are 
physically fit. It is the longest of the routes suggested in this guide (19.6 km). 

But it will also allow us to enjoy the widest variety of ecosystems and landscapes 
along its route. There is only one point on the whole route with a water supply, 
the Collado Fountain. You should take at least 1.5 litres of water with you, espe-
cially if the temperature is high.

Pendón Massif, from its south face.

Start of route 6, where it leaves the town. Collado Fountain.
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We go down via the Plaza de la Constitución 
to Calle Real (we are on the Cañada Real 
Segoviana cattle road). We turn right and, 
when we get to the end of the road, we turn 
right onto Calle Cañada, which ends at Calle 
San Sebastián.

We follow this road until we leave the town, 
along a path running between walls, until we 
come to the forest track that crosses it. We 
turn right and continue until we reach the 
M-610.

Without crossing the road, we turn left, tak-
ing the path that runs parallel with the M-610, 
towards the Collado Fountain. 

We pass the restaurant and turn right onto 
the main track, following the power lines until 
we reach a house, which we pass on our left. 
From this point onwards, anyone who choos-
es to complete the route on a bike should be 
careful and moderate their speed, as the path 
is also used for horseback riding and hiking.

Track out of the town.

Main track to the M-610.

Collado Fountain.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION
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Path to the Valle de los Abedules Hostel. Descent alongside the Valle Stream.

Cuerda de la Vaqueriza with the Najarra in the background.

After the first slope, “the Valley” opens up before us, with the Cuerda de la Vaqueriza
head-on and the mass of the Pendón to our left.

It is worth stopping to take in the scenery. 
When have started riding back down on our 
MTB, it is best to keep a close eye on the path 
we are following and not take any detours un-
til we reach the end, on the track that cross-
es perpendicularly, leading to the Valle de los 
Abedules Hostel. At this point we turn right 
and, at the first intersection, we turn left. 
There is a fork in the path after 100 m. Our 
path goes straight on and crosses the Collado 
Stream.

The path runs alongside the left bank of the 
Valle Stream, between riparian woodlands 
and cattle smallholdings, until just before 
the abandoned railway viaduct. If this path is 
flooded by water, it is possible to take the GR-
10 that runs alongside our route, 100 metres 
to the left.
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We continue going down and, before we 
reach the Madrid-Burgos viaduct, our path 
bends to the left. We leave the river and its 
riparian ecosystem and climb the hill. At the 
end of this, we take the path to the left and 
enter an area of meadows.

This is the mid-point of the route. There are 
10 km of gentle slopes ahead of us, except 
for the final stretch through the streets of 
Bustarviejo.

The route enters an area of meadows, with 
smatterings of rock roses. To our left stands 
the mass of the Pendón, to our right is the 
gentle slope down to the city of Madrid, 
ahead is the Sierra de la Cabrera and a route 
to follow, which crosses the train tracks and 
entices you to enjoy the surroundings.

We follow the path, always keeping to the 
main track, without taking any detours. We 
should use the train track as our reference 
point to follow, until it disappears into the 
tunnel. At this point the path enters an oak 
forest and turns towards the north on a very 
wide bend.

Path up towards the train track.

Main track towards the Prison Camp.

View of the Guadalix de la Sierra reservoir.
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When we have left the forest, we start fol-

lowing a gentle slope until we come to the 

barracks of the “Camp”. The route here is the 

same as Route 1 – “Camp”.

The Mondalindo is ahead of us. To our left is Búho 
Crag, to the right is a huge granite quarry and, along 
our path, we can see a rocky area that has formed, 
with boulders, granite tors and various forms of rock 
erosion caused by the wind and rain over the centu-
ries.

It is a long route, but it is worthwhile doing it and en-
joying it.

Rest area with granite quarries in the background.

Last stretch of Route 6 with the Prison Camp and the mass of the Mondalindo in the background.


