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Tourist Information Service of the City of Bustarviejo

Destacamento Penal y Viaducto

Dehesa Vieja and the Los Molinos area give us the gift of one of the finest 
beauty spots in our town. Recent history brings paradoxes: a short time ago, 

this place that now offers us so much beauty was witness to terrible events, 
which this route allows us to remember. 

Destacamento Penal y Viaducto.         
  
Entre Pozas y Huertos.     

Al Mondalindo por la Mina de la Plata.  

Callejas de Valle Hermoso.    

Bustarviejo - Valle Hermoso (ruta MTB).  

Vuelta al Pendón (ruta MTB).

Ruta Urbana: Bustarviejo de Ayer y Hoy.

Patrimonio Histórico Artístico de Bustarviejo

Along this moderate walk with few slopes, 
we can see the staggering contrasts of 
our mountains: beneath the rocky hillside 
of Alberiza, covered in scrubland, stands 
the leafy ash grove of Los Molinos, with 
the Gargüera Stream running through it. 
Between both of these places, we will 
visit Dehesa Vieja and learn about the 
nature of the prison camp, where politi-
cal prisoners who had defended the Re-
public spent their sentences building the 
Madrid-Burgos railway line in extremely 
harsh conditions.

Track between ash trees.

Prison camp buildings. (the Barracks) Viaduct. (Madrid-Burgos line)
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION

We leave the Tourist Office and follow the slope down the streets: we cross the Plaza, cross 
Calle Real, go down Cuesta del Cantón, cross Calle Mayor, continue along Calle Rondas and, 
after following the bend to the left, we come to Calle Martín Esteban. 

We turn right and go between the block of apartments and the semi-underground Berro Foun-
tain. We passed the local police station. The Dehesa Path (or Viñas Path) starts at the end.

From here we can be carried along by the gentle slope that goes down to Dehesa Vieja.
Depending on the season, we may be able to enjoy the view of the small vegetable gardens on 
our left.

Beyond the cowshed, from above we can see the tops of the ash trees of Los Molinos, which 

we will pass through later.

In the background Cancho Bajero and the Viaduct.

To the right stands the hillside known as La 
Alberiza, which is the northeast face of the 
Pendón Massif. In the past, this area had to 
bear a huge livestock burden, which left it 
practically barren. Now there are very few ca-
ttle, allowing it to recover vegetation cover in 
areas where erosion did not cause too much 
damage.

A little further along, also to our left, we can see a small cattle farm that 
uses semi-extensive methods. It is a good example of the sustainable use 
of natural resources: the health of the pasture after many decades of use 
demonstrates the ecological knowledge accumulated by ranching fami-

lies over generations.
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Throughout the route we will see curious 

granite formations on both sides. We use a 

small bridge to cross the Tejera Vieja Stream, 

where, if the season is right, we can sit and en-

joy its coolness for a few minutes. The stream 

was given its name because, further down, on 

the other side of the Cabanillas road, there 

was one of the tile factories (tejeras) where 

many of the tiles that now cover our houses 

came from.

To our left we will find one of the two information 
panels for the Prison Camp. We can either follow the 
marker points that start from the panel or continue 
on our way, as we will arrive at the camp and the se-
cond panel in just a matter of metres. This is a good 
time to recall the many varied uses made of this area 
and enjoy a sit down on one of the rocks below the 
oak trees here.

A little further along, we pass through the Dehesa Vieja wattle fence. Remember to leave 

it as you find it! We are entering an area that can be both inviting and breathtaking. In 

this Dehesa (Mediterranean pasture) they used to keep working cattle and also produced 

charcoal. Now, the Town Council leases the pastures to the cattlemen of the town for cattle 

breeding (careful, they have a certain character).

A naturally formed rocky area, with blocks
loosened due to the effects of erosion.

Example of eroded granite rocks.
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After the visit, we retrace our steps and 

leave the Dehesa through the same narrow 

entrance. After a few metres, we take a

detour to our right, as shown in the image.

This is a great time to enjoy the excellent 

views of the Mondalindo and the Sierra de La 

Cabrera mountain range in the background.

From this point onwards we should watch 

where we walk, to avoid getting lost.

Detour towards the viaduct on the right.

View of the Mondalindo, path to the viaduct.

After about 200 metres, we come to a “Y” shaped fork in the path; we follow the path to the
right and go downhill, leaving behind the ash groves to our left. 

Path down towards the viaduct, with the Sierra
de la Cabrera in the background.

Path down towards the viaduct. Granite boulders
and formations caused by erosion.
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We follow the path to the road, but beforehand we can see the remains of an old quarry. When 
we reach the road, right at the junction with the railway viaduct (also built by the prisoners), we 
turn left and, after 100 metres, we take a cattle track to the left (the old road). 

From here, we head forwards below the ash trees that we saw from above at the start of the 
route, walking almost parallel to the Gargüera Stream.

We continue ahead over a bridge, ignoring a turn-off to the left. 400 metres after the bridge, 
the path twists to the right and, a further 200 metres along, it turns sharply to the left, skirting 
around the El Pornoso housing development. After about 300 metres, we turn off to the left, 
following the telephone line.

From here, we walk for 400 metres along track 
where the temperature is cool, until we cross a 
bridge over the Gargüera Stream. A few metres fur-
ther along, we come to the cowshed that we saw at 
the start of the route (but from the other side). We 
skirt around it, turning off to the right, climbing a 
few metres to return to the Dehesa Path. We turn 
right and all that remains is to retrace our steps back 
to Bustarviejo (900 metres until we step on tarmac 
again). Maybe it’s time to take a breather...

This is an excellent area to listen to the songs of many birds and, if the season is right, 
the sound of a waterfall will accompany us along this stretch of the path. We are passing 
through an area that used to be vitally important, because the force of the stream that 
we are following (although we can barely see it because it is between the trees) was an 

essential source of energy for grinding grain. Unfortunately, there are barely any remains 
of those mills.

Gargüera Stream path.


