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So many beasts have trodden on these paths, loaded with manure and pota-

toes! Who knows how many hands have opened the edges of the pools to 
allow water to babble along the irrigation channels…

Small vegetable gardens 
that used to be vitally im-
portant are still irrigated 
by the same pools, with 
water from the exact same 
springs. 

Bee-eaters, roe deer, frogs, 
great tits, dragonflies… 
Just like the local people, 
they are also intrinsical-
ly linked to the small wa-
terways that cleverly run 
along the hillside, flowing 
along paths determined 
by other, two-legged ani-
mals.

Poza Grande. (Large Pool) 

Poza Grande Path. Prado Mayor Pool.
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TOPOGRAPHIC PROFILE AND BASIC ROUTE INFORMATION
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Heading north from the Plaza de la Constitución, we go up Calle Feria and Calle Bustar with-
out changing direction for about 300 metres, until we reach the path that veers off, next to 
the municipal warehouse.

Here we can enjoy hundreds of me-
tres of cool air and babbling water in 
the shade of the willows. If the sea-
son is right, blackberries will sweet-
en our palate until we reach the Poza 
Grande (Large Pool), a small corner 
of extraordinary peace.

In summer and spring afternoons, the frogs sing, 
bringing music to the place.

You will find extremely cool water in the channel 
if you seek the shade of the walnut trees at the 
back of this little sanctuary.

We retrace our steps back to the turn-off that we 
took earlier and continue along the path that we 
followed on a gentle upward slope. After a few 
metres we come to the Poza Chica (Small Pool) 
on the right, the second of the two pools in this 
area. Both pools are used under a rotation sys-
tem pre-
pared by 
the Water 
Authority 
each year 
to irrigate 
the local 
farms.

Turn-off to the Poza Grande.

Poza Grande.

Poza Chica.

We get slightly higher as we go 
forwards. We can see the irrigation 
channel dividing again and subdivi-
ding to reach each of the farms that 
claimed land from the forest centu-
ries ago, whose scrublands have now 
been cleared for sowing. The oaks, 
blackthorns, plum trees and bram-
bles that grow on either side form a 
mosaic of lights and shadows, which 
helps to increase the biodiversity of 
the area. We take the first turn-off 
to the right and pass by the railings 
outside a house.
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We continue along our path, leaving behind 
evocative views in the shadow of the hills 
formed by the Pendón Massif to the south 
and the Cuerda de las Cabezas to the north. 
Now we skirt around the Albardilla, popu-
lated with Spanish lavender, broom, thyme, 
oaks… The woodland is gradually reclaiming 
its territory, now that there is very little live-
stock.

We turn sharply to the left on a small and 
steep embankment along the edge of a farm, 
until we come to the Ferminas Stream, which 
we will follow along its left bank, stepping 
into its lights and shadows, enjoying the leafy 
freshness of our mountains.

A pleasant and mysterious descent takes us 
to the Prado Mayor Pool, one of the largest 
around here, that is continuously filled by the 
Ferminas Stream (on its western side) and by 
the Prado Redondo Stream (on its eastern 
side).

It gives drink to another large set of or-
chards. Today there is enough water to plant 
everything, but there were times when that 
only one loose every two or three weeks. The 
potato was perfect for that.

We go down the Prado Redondo path, which 
is perfect for sitting on a rock and having a 
chat, watching the work being done on the 
farms, exchanging techniques and seeds… In 
the background, the shape of the Pendón is 
silhouetted against the sky, suggesting new 
paths for us to take.

We go right at the turn-off, until we reach 
Calle Solvaredero. From here, we follow the 
first street on the right (Prado Mayor) to the 
end (now Prado Chozas). We turn left, then 
first right and arrive at Calle Feria. On the left 
we return to the square, our starting point. 
We take a breath. We rest.
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Prado Mayor Pool.

Path back to Bustarviejo.

We turn sharply to the right.


